The impact of pharmacogenetics on the future of healthcare.
Pharmacogenetics has been promoted as potentially providing benefits to patients, managed care organizations and pharmaceutical companies. This has not translated into products that benefit healthcare developers, providers or consumers. The reasons for this are many, but this will change as the financial incentives become clear for the pharmaceutical industry to develop products that use genetic susceptibility as part of the rationale for products, healthcare providers have increasing incentive to reduce costs, and patients demand up-to-date technologies to optimize healthcare. Recent studies have established genetic contributions that alter the response to therapy for some disease entities, and more will follow as pharmacogenetics becomes increasingly accepted as an important consideration in the therapeutic decision-making process.